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Introduction to Creative Commons Licenses

@ The Creative Commons copyright licenses allows for
some flexibility and granting of permission within
the traditional “all rights reserved” setting that
copyright law creates.

@ Creative Commons tools give everyone from
individual creators to large companies and
institutions a simple, standardized way to grant
copyright permissions to their creative work.

= Through their unique tools and licensing, and the
users who apply them to their work, Creative
Commons has overseen the growth of a digital
commons - a pool of content that can be copied,
distributed, edited, remixed, and built upon, all
within the boundaries of copyright law.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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What Creative Commons License do

All Creative Commons licenses have many important
features in common.

Every license helps creators retain copyright while
allowing others to copy, distribute, and make some uses of
their work — at least non-commercially.

Every Creative Commons license also ensures creators get
the credit for their work they deserve.

Every Creative Commons license works around the lasts as
long as applicable copyright lasts (because they are built
on copyright).

These common features serve as the baseline, on top of
which creators can choose to grant additional permissions
when deciding how they want their work to be used.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons Licenses

=] Attribution

= CC BY
o This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak,
and build upon your work, even commercially, as
long as they credit you for the original creation.

o This is the most accommodating of licenses
offered.

o Recommended for maximum dissemination and
use of licensed materials.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons Licenses

®
@] Attribution-ShareAlike

=] CC BY-SA

o This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work
even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and
license their new creations under the identical terms.

o This license is often compared to “copyleft” free and open
source software licenses.

o All new works based on yours will carry the same license, so any
derivatives will also allow commercial use.

o This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for
materials that would benefit from incorporating content from
Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons Licenses

=] Attribution-NoDerivs
=] CCBY-ND

o This license lets others reuse the work for any
purpose, including commercially...

o However, it cannot be shared with others in
adapted form, and credit must be provided to
you.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons Licenses

@] Attribution-NonCommercial
] CC BY-NC

o This license lets others remix, tweak, and build
upon your work non-commercially, and although
their new works must also acknowledge you and
be non-commercial, they don’t have to license
their derivative works on the same terms.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons Licenses

@] Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike
=] CC BY-NC-SA

o This license lets others remix, tweak, and build
upon your work non-commercially, as long as
they credit you and license their new creations
under the identical terms.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons Licenses

@] Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs
=] CC BY-NC-ND

o This license is the most restrictive of our six
main licenses, only allowing others to download
your works and share them with others as long
as they credit you, but they can’t change them in
any way or use them commercially.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons in the Public Domain

=] Creative Commons also provides tools that work in the
“all rights granted” space of the public domain.

o Their CCO tool allows creators to waive all rights
and place a work in the public domain.

o Their Public Domain Mark allows any web user to
“mark” a work as being in the public domain.

[=] However, as our aim is to safeguard your oral history
projects in the Public Domain, we would not
recommend that you waive your rights, and the rights
of your narrator, when publishing content online.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons in the Public Domain

=] CCO Agreement

o You can use this universal tool if you are a
holder of copyright or database rights and you
wish to waive all your interests, if any, in your
work worldwide.

o This may be the case if you are reproducing an
underlying work that is in the public domain and
want to communicate that you claim no
copyright in your digital copy where copyright
law may grant protection.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Creative Commons in the Public Domain

= Public Domain Mark

o You can use this tool if you have identified a
work that is free of known copyright restrictions.

o Creative Commons does not recommend this
tool for works that are restricted by copyright
laws in one or more jurisdictions.

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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Applying a Creative Commons License to your
Oral History Project

=] Usually to apply a Creative Commons License to work

published online, it is typical to include it in the footer of a
website or web page.

=] However, if you are applying a Creative Commons License to
your oral history project, you can do so in two ways:

1. You can write a record an introduction to your Oral History
project which outlines that you are using a Creative Commons
License, and state which license you are applying.

2. You can copy and paste the appropriate Commons License
logo to the online repository, web page or social channel
where you publish your Oral History project.

[=] Itis also a good practice to link the icon to the relevant license
deed, which you can access through the Creative Commons
site: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

Source: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-

considerations/
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