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Why use Social Media for Oral History?

▣ To share your stories
▣ To communicate the goals and objectives of your oral 

history project 
▣ To build relationships with others in your community
▣ To encourage others to share their stories
▣ To engage with members of your community
▣ To allow two way communication with other community 

members
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What Happens Online in 60 Seconds?
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The Global Use of Social Media
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The Most Popular Social Media Platforms
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Choosing Which Platform is Best?
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Choosing Which Platform is Best?

▣ For the purpose of sharing your Oral History project 
through Social Media, we recommend you use the 
following platforms:

○ For video files:
■ YouTube
■ Facebook

○ For audio files:
■ Sound Cloud and then Facebook
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Choosing Which Platform is Best?

▣ Uploading audio files to social media sites can be tricky, 
because you cannot upload an audio track directly to 
Facebook or YouTube – only video files can be uploaded 
directly in this way.

▣ To get around this, you can either: 
1. Create an account on Sound Cloud and upload your 

audio tracks there.  These audio files can then be 
shared as links through Facebook. 

2. Use stock images – available through 
www.unsplash.com or www.pixabay.com and input 
the images into Story Remix or iMovie. You can then 
create a short video and add your oral history audio 
file to the video track. The video can then be directly 
uploaded to YouTube or Facebook.
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Over to You!

▣ What's Your Experience of Social Media?

▣ Do You Use Social Media for Your Community?

▣ What You Want to Take From Today's Session?
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

To Create a Facebook Page for your Project: 
1. Go to: https://www.facebook.com/pages/create
2. Click to choose a Page category
3. Select a more specific category from the dropdown menu 

and fill out the required information 
o Community pages are appropriate for oral history 

projects
4. Click ‘Get Started’ and follow the on-screen instructions
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/create


Using Facebook to Share your Oral History
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

Log in to Facebook:
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

Create a Page
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

Create a Community Page
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

Community Page Set-Up

16



Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

Upload a Profile Picture
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

Add your Page to your Favourites Tab
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

▣ Don’t forget you can customise your Facebook URL so that 
your community members and others interested in oral 
history can find you!

▣ To create a customized URL: 
1. Click About
2. Click Page Info
3. Customise your URL in Facebook Web Address 
4. Now you will be able to direct people to your page by 

saying ‘find my oral history project on Facebook at 
facebook.com/your project name’

▣ For more help, visit: https://www.facebook.com/username
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https://www.facebook.com/username


Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

▣ Select a good URL link -You can only change this once so 
BE AWARE!!
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

Populate your Community Page – and Share your Stories
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Using Facebook to Share your Oral History

▣ To share your Oral History videos on Facebook:
○ Add videos to your timeline as video content.
○ This will receive a higher level of engagement with 

your followers because video content uploaded 
directly to Facebook is boosted more than video 
content shared through YouTube!
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The Advantage of Using Facebook for Oral History

You can Create Private Groups to share your Stories
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Using YouTube to Share your Oral History

Why Use YouTube?

▣ Over 2,000,000 views on YouTube everyday!
▣ Can help draw international attention to your oral history 

project.
▣ Low Cost - online video production is extremely easy.
▣ Brief - 20-30 second video clips are most popular.
▣ Embeddable & shareable to other platforms.
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Using YouTube to Share your Oral History

Setting up on YouTube:

▣ Google Account – you can use a Gmail account to set up 
your Channel.

▣ Customise Your Channel - Customise your channel with 
colours, images, links, relevant information, and more. 
Here you can write a short blurb about your oral history 
project and what you hope it achieves. 

▣ Links - Add links to your other social platforms –
Facebook and SoundCloud – to give your audience 360 
degree access to your oral history project. 
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Using YouTube to Share your Oral History

Tips for using YouTube successfully:

▣ Put Thought into Your Titles
○ People search YouTube the same way they do on 

Google—with keywords and phrases.
○ Few people are going to find or click on a video called 

“My Story.” 
○ Instead, incorporate the content of your videos into 

your titles, such as:
■ “Ever wondered what it was like to live through 

the Cold War?”
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Using YouTube to Share your Oral History

Tips for using YouTube successfully:

▣ Choose the Right Category and Tags
○ When you upload videos to YouTube, you choose a 

category for the video and enter tags, or keywords. 
○ There are 15 categories to choose from, and you can add 

dozens of relevant tags.
○ It’s a good idea to use the tags that YouTube suggests, 

since they’re based on what people commonly search 
for. 

○ You can also manually add extra tags and variations on 
your tags—for example, if your oral history talks about 
cats, you can use “kitty”, “kitten” and “cat” as tags.

27



Using YouTube to Share your Oral History

Tips for using YouTube successfully:

▣ Write a Great Description
○ Your video descriptions should be short, informative, 

and multi-purpose. 
○ Describe your video in a sentence or two (using your top 

keywords), and include a link to your Facebook page or 
blog for people who want to know more about your oral 
history project.
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Using YouTube to Share your Oral History

Tips for using YouTube successfully:

▣ Don’t Confine Your Videos to YouTube
○ Just because you create a YouTube channel, doesn’t 

mean people will go looking for it. 
○ As part of an effective YouTube strategy, make sure you 

spread the word.

■ Write a blog post about it
■ Tweet the link
■ Post it on Facebook
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Sharing Audio Files through Sound Cloud

▣ As already mentioned, Facebook and 
YouTube don’t allow users to upload 
audio tracks directly to the platform.

▣ To share audio interviews through 
social media, you first need to upload 
your audio files to SoundCloud, and 
then share a link to your other social 
media accounts. 

▣ SoundCloud began in 2008, and is now 
the world’s largest platform for sharing 
music and audio files. 
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Sharing Audio Files through Sound Cloud

To get started – Create an Account!
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Sharing Audio Files through Sound Cloud

To get started – Create an Account!
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▣ You can sign-up to SoundCloud using your Facebook or 
Google Accounts:



Sharing Audio Files through Sound Cloud

To get started – Create an Account!
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▣ Once you have logged into your Google or Facebook 
accounts, you just enter your age and gender:



Sharing Audio Files through Sound Cloud

To get started – Create an Account!
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▣ And then you are ready to share your audio files from 
your PC to the world!
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